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HOW YOUR LOVE KEEPS FAMILIES CLOSE IN RALEIGH-DURHAM

Fall 2021

When we chose “Make Good Happen” as the 
theme of our fall campaign, we took our cue 
from you.

Your support and your time mean the world to the families 
we serve. You have shown up in ways that are big, small, 
and creative as we’ve adjusted operations to keep families 
and children safe through COVID.

Goodness comes in many forms, and everyone has 
something unique to give. The most meaningful thing is your 
love, and you have given it in spades.

We are grateful.

Here’s just a sampling of some of the GOOD we’ve seen 
around our Durham & WakeMed Houses in recent weeks:

• We now have 31 families living with us — 28 in 
Durham and 3 at WakeMed. This is the most families 
we have hosted since COVID restrictions began in 
March 2020.

• We’re working toward an expanded phase of 
operations that will welcome more families and allow 
key volunteers to return. We will keep you posted.

• Our friends (you) continue to make meals 
possible, even without the House volunteer program 
that remains on hold for groups.

• There is no supply-chain issue with HOPE.        
Just this week we learned of a teen’s newly scheduled 
kidney transplant thanks to a kind living donor. The 
family has waited years for this life-saving miracle. Also 
this week, a new mother held her three-week-old infant 
for the first time. An even greater gift, because he’s no 
longer on a ventilator, she was able to finally hear her 
tiny son cry.

Making good happen for children and families.
Many of you have asked how you can support RMH as we 
approach year-end. This edition of Love Notes is filled with 
ways to encourage and comfort children and their families 
as they face serious childhood illness and injury.

Share this newsletter with a friend or neighbor. Pass 
along our website (RMHDurhamWake.org), or simply tell 
someone you know why you love RMH programs.

Finally, please take a moment to see our new 
“Make GOOD Happen” video. We promise you’ll feel as 
warm as you make us feel every day. See the URL below.

As the video shares, “heroes don’t look like they used to — 
they look like you.”

                  With gratitude for your GOODness,

                  Oie Osterkamp
                  Excecutive Director

See Natalie and other brave kids in our new video:

TinyURL.com/GOODtheVideo



How to give to RMH children & 
families for the holidays.

Share the gift of comfort with 
families this holiday season!

Want to do something simple and affordable that will make a world 
of difference for the family of a sick child?

For a gift of $10, we’ll hang a note on a family’s door 
letting them know their stay for the night has been 
paid by an anonymous friend of the House (you).

It’s easy!
$10 helps fund 1 NIGHT for a family
$30 allows a family to be near a sick child for 1 WEEKEND
$70 helps keep a family near a hospitalized child for 1 WEEK
$300 helps host a family at RMH for 1 MONTH

Give online at www.TinyURL.com/DonateRMH and 
select ‘family overnight stays.’

Or use the enclosed envelope. Thank you!

The Wishing Tree is our holiday ‘angel tree’ program for RMH 
children and families. It’s also the largest annual wish-list drive 
supporting RMH programs in Raleigh-Durham.

The program is virtual this year to keep kids and families safe.

• SHOP ONLINE using our Amazon and Target lists;      
your gifts will be sent directly to RMH, OR

• SCHEDULUE a drop-off if you’re collecting physical items 

We’re in particular need of gifts for teens and parents.

This year you or your group can also ADOPT A 
SLEEPER SOFA for one of our long-term suites.

 
Questions: Info@RMHDurhamWake.org | Details at
rmhdurhamwake.org/2021-holiday-wishing-tree/

Gather your friends, 
family, and coworkers 
to make children’s 
holiday wishes come 
true.



 New kids on the block...

Seven-month-old Griffin is here with his 
parents from Chattanooga, TN.

Griffin was born was chronic granulomatous disease 
(CGD). The genetic condition makes it difficult to fight 
infection, especially the normal bacterial and fungal 
infections a healthy immune system handles. CGD makes 
simply playing outside dangerous for children.

Griffin will be treated with transplanted donor cells to 
rebuild a working immune system. His parents stayed with 
us during his preliminary testing, and they have returned 
to stay at RMH so they can be with him through the 
transplant process.

Six days before his fourth birthday, Maceo and 
his mom, Arie, checked in at RMH.

Maceo was born with an inherited disorder that affects his 
ability to process amino acids. His family stayed at RMH 
in Austin, TX, after he was born. They joined the RMH of 
Durham & Wake family in early October when he was 
admitted to Duke for a liver transplant. We’re happy to 
report he’s doing very well.

Arie offers, “It’s very hard dealing with things like this when 
you come from far away. RMH has made it easier.”

TruJoyce was born on Sept 13 at just 28 weeks.  
Her primary complication as a ‘micropreemie’ 
is her heart, which is underdeveloped.

TruJoyce has older siblings at home in Smithfield. Her 
grandparents are caring for her big brothers and sisters 
while her mother, Cheriese, is staying at RMH so she can 
be with TruJoyce at the hospital.

Cheriese expects her littlest girl to be in the cardiac ICU 
until her original due date: December 25. The primary goal 
for this Christmas baby is to continue to grow!
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Alternative holiday giving:

Surprise your loved ones with holiday gifts
that support sick children & their families.  

Learn more inside.

Touch your friends, family, and coworkers with a memorable gift of love for RMH families!

For a suggested donation of $10, we’ll send a holiday card telling your recipient you’ve made a gift in their honor.
Or, if you like, we can mail the cards to you to send with your own personal note.

www.rmhdurhamwake.org/rmh-holiday-cards/

Holiday gifts with
heart.


