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 Hope & healing:  taking the long view

Healing has come in baby 
steps with big risks for 
3-year-old heart hero 
Natalie of Havelock.

Since 2017, Natalie’s family 
has stayed at Ronald 
McDonald House a total of 
47 days.

Are we there yet?

The age-old travel question is fitting for all 
of us as we approach the end of a long and 
remarkable year.

In ways, the answer is ‘yes.’ And in ways, it is ‘no.’

COVID-19 vaccines are in sight this month. At the same 
time, the virus continues to spread at a rapid pace.

In many ways, the leveling experience of 2020 gives us 
real insight into the lives of the families who live for short 
and long periods at Ronald McDonald House during the 
difficult journey of childhood illness.

Healing is rarely a simple act and often a lengthy voyage.

At just 12 weeks gestation, Natalie’s mom 
learned her youngest child and only girl 
would face significant medical challenges.

Just one week after coming into the world, Natalie had 
the first of three risky heart surgeries — each one a baby 
step toward what her parents pray is a forever fix.

Along the way, there are no guarantees. Each step 
forward for this tight-knit family of five is a faith statement.

They know what many of us learn only later in life: 
healing is not an end goal, but rather a way of facing the 
world during the best and the toughest of times.

It is our fervent hope that you, also, find healing as you 
continue this remarkable journey we travel together.



Virtual fundraiser brings hop e to the Triangle
To keep our friends safe, our annual fall fundraiser went virtual this year. The online event, 
“Hope Rising” was held October 1. With the help of hosts, generous sponsors, and our corporate leadership 
team, the “Red Shoe Crew,” the community effort raised more than $106,000 for RMH programs!

RED SHOE CREW
  Jeff Langdon, Chair
  Duke Children’s Hospital

  Nate Bennett
  UCB

  Greg Boone
  Jani-King

  Mark Bouck
  TrialCard

  Laura Bunn
  First Horizon Bank

  Tom Cavender
  WakeMed

  Sandy Costa
  Smith Anderson Law

  Diane DeGroff
  Blue Cross and Blue Shield of NC

  Derek Eisenhaur
  RGD Project Management

  Chad Erling
  PRMI

  Joel Gillis
  Thrifty Office Furniture

  Ed Haston
  NTT DATA

  Tanner Holland
  McDonald York Building Company

  Fred Huebner
  McDonald’s

  

PRESENTING SPONSOR
  The Roberts Foundation

HERO OF HOPE SPONSOR
  Duke Children’s Hospital

CHAMPION OF HOPE 
SPONSORS
  Enzyvant
  McDonald’s

EVENT PARTNERS
  Signal
  NTT DATA

Red Shoe Crew Chairman Jeff 
Langdon of Duke Children’s Hospital

Interested in Ronald McDonald House
corporate partnerships?

Contact Bob Vaughn:
Bob@RMHDurhamWake.org or 336-413-4565

  Chad Ice
  Lexitas

  Tom Larmondra
  Enzyvant

    Jay Lewis
  Dan Ryan Builders

  Cheryl McManus
  Align Technology

  John Monteith
  Monteith Construction  

  Braxton O’Neal
  Genworth Mortgage Insurance

  Ryan Pogue
  Signal

  Brijesh Solanki
  Credit Suisse

  Cookie Yu
  Pappas Ventures

View the 30-minute program:
www.HopeRisingRMH.org



                                                 When Hayes entered  
                                                   high school, cancer 
                                                    patient was not a 
                                                   title he thought 
                                                  he’d ever have.

                                            Like most kids his age, 
                                      the Asheville native’s mind was 
set on other things. But fate called, and Hayes found 
himself in need of a bone-marrow transplant.

When his family was referred to Duke, they moved in at 
Ronald McDonald House. Hayes lived with the family 
at the House while he prepared for his chemo and 
transplant. The treatment was difficult but successful, and 
after several weeks, Hayes returned to RMH to live with 
his parents while his immune system recovered.

From high school to hospital, and back
Hay es
151 Days

Hayes is now a senior preparing for college. When 
asked how he felt about RMH, he said, “We didn’t 
know how we were going to do it — where we would 
stay or how to have a parent with me at all times. 
Ronald McDonald House made it all possible.”

Rays of hop e      “I am grateful for the Ronald 
McDonald House because I got an 
understanding and appreciation for 
the amount of people that are out 
there that are just good people that 
are demonstrating what it means 
to serve others in a selfless way. It 
actually changed me as a person. 
It made me a better person 
seeing, first-hand, what it means 
to be of service to other people. 

     That’s a lesson that I’ve taken 
away and I’ve brought it back into 
everything that I’m doing in my life 
now. There’s no words that I could 
use to express the gratitude that 
I have for the people who support 
the House, for everything that they 
do every single day. These people 
are absolute 
heroes.”

John,
Conrad’s dad

30 Days

Harmonee
134 Days

Heaven
339 Days



506 Alexander Avenue
Durham, NC 27705

Durham & Wake

Hop e for the journey
Your love makes all the difference for
 sick children & their families.  

Read their stories.

An invitation to join

Want to leave a legacy of love for families with sick kids?
Request the brochure: SecurityBlanketSociety@RMHDurhamWake.org


