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Josie and her mom are staying with us while she recovers 
from a life-giving liver transplant.

Love Notes
HOW YOUR LOVE KEEPS FAMILIES CLOSE IN RALEIGH-DURHAM

Fall 2020

“Patiently he awaited the end of winter 
and the coming of the little spiders. Life 
is always a rich and steady time when 
you are waiting for something to happen, 
or to hatch.”

     – E.B. White

This quote from Charlotte’s Web describes what so many 
of us face right now — the continued wait for an answer 
or a resolution to this situation we’re in. We hold out 
hope for that ray of light at the end of the COVID tunnel.

One thing is certain: you have been our ray of 
light throughout the pandemic experience!

To catch you up on our journey, Ronald McDonald 
House of Durham has remained open through 
COVID-19. While we had to stop receiving new families 
temporarily, we are once again able to welcome a 
limited number of residential families. We continue to 
support in-hospital families with snacks and supplies.

It’s fitting that the new families living with us are 
transplant families. They are adept at the one thing 
COVID forces us all to do: wait for a miracle.

The fact is, there have been so many Ronald 
McDonald House miracles since early March.

Our friends (you) have lovingly had meals delivered 
while we are unable to have meal-group volunteers in the 
House.

You have made generous financial contributions to help 
with COVID emergency operations.

 The gifts of waiting:  hop e, healing + new life
Like you, waiting has given us time to review our priorities 
and grace to find new ways of doing things. Waiting 
helps us find inner strength we sometimes forget we have. 

It is our hope that you, too, find such gifts amid the 
uncertainty we still face. We wish you grace and 
patience as you wait for answers and resolution.

We love you, and we are cheering for you as your own 
miracles and new beginnings unfold!

Many of you have asked how you can 
support RMH as we approach year-end.

1. Make a financial contribution to support family 
 stays at RMH: RMHDurhamWake.org.

2. Consider our “alternative giving” holiday card as 
 you plan your holiday shopping. (See p.2.)

3. Order supplies from our Amazon wish list:
 TinyURL.com/4RMHDW



Touch your loved ones this year with a 
memorable gift of love for RMH families!

For a donation of $10, we’ll send a card telling loved 
one you’ve made a holiday gift to RMH in their honor.

Or, if you like, we can mail the cards to you to send with 
your own personal note.

 A conspiracy of love!
Holiday gifts with heart:

This holiday, everyone needs extra LOVE!

Our holiday card is just the touch of love people need in 2020!

• Each $10 card provides 1 night of hospitality to the family of a sick child

• Perfect for your friends & family

• A meaningful gift for members or employees

For more information,  
Mitzi@RMHDurhamWake.org or (919) 281-1064

Share love today: www.give.classy.org/2020RMHHolidayCard



Last fall, we shared the story of two RMH teens, Kelvin 
and Himani, who are both waiting for kidneys from living 
donors.

Today, Kelvin and Himani still await the 
miracle of donor kidneys to save their lives.

Kelvin came to RMH in early 2018 for a bone-marrow 
transplant for sickle cell disease.

His parents, Sharon and Kelvin, Sr., knew there could be 
complications from the risky procedure, but kidney failure 
was not something they expected. Now cured of sickle 
cell disease, Kelvin is in end-stage renal failure.

Kelvin’s family left RMH in March 2020 after living at 
RMH for 709 days. That’s right — 709 days! He’s now 
receiving dialysis back home near the coast while Duke 
searches for a living kidney donor.

One floor away from Kelvin’s room, Himani and her 
family have made our House their home. She came to 
RMH in March 2018 after drugs used to treat a serious 
systemic infection damaged her kidneys. Like Kelvin, she 
relies on dialysis to keep her alive.

Himani’s mother and little brother have been with her at 
RMH for more than 2 years, including months of relative 
isolation and distancing because of the pandemic. Her 
father is living at their home two hours away so he can 
continue to work. Friends of RMH have kept them fed 
with meals donated and delivered by local restaurants.

Both teens are academically gifted; both are talented 
artists. They simply hope for a healthy friend or stranger 
inspired to be their living donor angel.

When asked what it would mean to her to receive the 
long-awaited gift, Kelvin’s mom said, “Thank you! Thank 
you for giving my son a shot at a normal young adult 
life.”

 Kelvin & Himani:  teens in search of donor angels

Above: The child of educators, Kelvin studies computer-
aided drafting at The College of the Albemarle. 

Below: Himani has grown from a shy girl to a confident 
teen while living at Ronald Mcdonald House of Durham.

How to Help

If you’re interested in being screened as a 
living donor for Kelvin or Himani, call the 

Duke Hospital Kidney Donor Program: 
919-613-7777

The recipient’s health insurance will cover 
all donor medical expenses.
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Alternative holiday giving:
Surprise your loved ones with holiday gifts
that support sick children & their families.  

Learn more inside.

Life insurance policies are an effective and convenient tool for charitable or 
“legacy” giving.

Here are two easy ways to use life insurance to carry out your mission to 
support sick kids and their families at RMH:

• Name RMH as a whole or partial beneficiary of your life 
insurance policy which you, or your employer, will continue to pay 
premiums (future gift)

• Transfer ownership of a policy you no longer need (current gift)

Please consult your financial, tax, or legal advisor when considering a 
planned gift to RMH. If you’ve already included RMH in your estate plans, 
please use the enclosed envelope to let us know.

Build your  legacy of love !

 Life insurance +  leaving your legacy


